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got an importance of its own,   It was never intended to
give to the Supreme Court the power to amend the Consti-
tution, but the rapid advancement of science, particularly
in the nineteenth century,  raised new problems which had
not been foreseen by the framers of the Constitution.   The
Court had, therefore, to expound the doctrine   o£ implied
powers and this virtually led  to the   passing o£   some
important constitutional  amendments.   In this connection
Chief Justice Marshall deserves   the  greatest credit £or
doing some very valuable  work,   la 1803 soon after he
became Chief Justice, the Supreme Court had to decide an
important case Marbury versus Madison  (1 cranch, 137).
The chief point at issue in  this case was  whether the
Congress could  pass a statute to confer upon the Court a
power not given it (the Court) by the Constitution,   In
delivering the opinion of the Court, Marshall C, X observed:
" It is emphatically the province and duty of the judicial
department to say what the law is.   Those who apply the
rule to particular case must of   necessity expound and
interpret that rule.   If two laws conflict with each other,
the Courts must decide on the operation of each/** And he
declared that the Constitution being the Supreme law of the
land, the Supreme Court judges, by the very terms of the
oath of office to maintain and uphold the Constitution, had
the authority to pronounce upon the validity or otherwise
of the statutes passed by the Congress*
Sixteen years later in 1819, a very important case
Me. Culloch versus Maryland (4 Wheat, 316) came up before
the Supreme Court The facts were that in 1816 the
IL S. A* Government incorporated the Bank of the United
States. In the following year a branch of the Bank was
established at Baltimore in the State of Maryland. In 1818
the legislature of this state passed an act to impose a tax on
all banks not chartered by the State legislature, making it
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